1879

New Years Day

I sat up last night to watch the old year out and the new year in.
The Church bells rang at intervals all last night and all to-day. At 6
I went to Crafta Webb to begin my cottage lectures there, It was
raining fast when I started, but when I got as far as the Common I
noticed that the ground was white. At first I thought it was moon-
light. Then I saw it was snow. At Crafta "Webb the snowstorm was
blinding and stifling, and I passed by Preece's cottage where I was
going to hold the lecture without seeing it in the thickness of the
driving snow. Before the lecture I went in to see old John Williams.
On opening the door I was confronted by the motionless silent figure
of a person veiled and wearing a conical cap which I presently dis-
covered to be a dead pig hanging up by its snout. John Williams
deplored my being out in such a night and said it was not fit for me.
There were not many people at the service but the usual faithful few.
When I came back the storm was worse and so thick and driving
that I was gkd I was between hedges and not out on the open hill.
The young people at the servants* party seemed to be enjoying
themselves with dancing and singing. After supper they came into
the dining room to sing to me each with a comical cap out of a
cracker on her head. Then there was a snapdragon and they went
away about 10.30.

Friday, 10 January

I reached home at 5 o'clock just before my first pupil Sam
Cowper Coles came in Baynham's trap from Kinnersley Station.
He came from 98 Queen's Gate from the Evan Thomases to-day
and slept there last night and came up from the Isle of Wight
(Newstead, Shanklin) yesterday.

Saturday, n January

Took Sam for a walk up Bredwardine Hill in the afternoon.
Carried Priscilla Price a puc&ing, etc. Went on to the Old House
and saw Thomas Davies. Speaking of the necessity of renting land
acording to his capital the old farmer said, 'I couldn't cut rumps of
beef out of mouse's legs'.

We called at James Meredith's. Jane took a great fancy to Sam.
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